It was in the fall of 2006 that The following Friday and Satur- One family was con-
| was invited to speak at my alma  day night | presented several seminars cerned because their son would
mater, lolani High School. It was which included, “Evidence for the Exis- be taking a required Bible class
then | had a wonderful reunion with  tence of God,” “The Historical Reliabil- at his high school which was to
my third grade teacher Ms. Amelia ity of the Gospels,” “The Uniqueness of be taught from a very liberal
Lee who was leading the Christian  Christ,” and “Is Jesus the Only Way?” perspective. Another family
Fellowship on campus. After seeing Even before the evening sessions startedyas happy to learn all the in-
the need for apologetics among the several people approached me and askefbrmation covered because
audience, we began to pray about a questions regarding the discoveries of théheir high school daughter was

conference that would equip student: “Lost” Gospel of Judas and the now beginning to question and
and parents for the challenges they “Discovery” of the Lost Tomb of Jesus. doubt her faith in Christ.
will face on campus. It was readily apparent that people

were facing challenges to their fa

It was wonderful to see how 54 they were earnestly seeking
God brought people together nearly . cwers.

one year later to put on an apologet-
ics conference at the International On Friday night our soloi
Baptist Church in Honolulu, HI. sang the Lord’s Prayer, a unique
Several of my high school friends,  version written by the choir direc
Hugh Dunn, Alice Nagano and other tor of lolani High School Mr.
friends from Hawaii came together to McQuery. At the time she was
host this conference. On Sunday | singing, Mr. McQuery was going
presented a message from 2 Corin- for an evening walk. Hearing the
thians 10:3-5 titled “Breaking Barri- song, he recognized immediately
ers of Unbelief.” that she was singing the version he
wrote. He then walked into the churc..

and listened as our soloist fin- It was a blessing to

ished the song. He then stayed work with many friends and to

for the seminars that followed.  see many people blessed by the

This was just an example of teaching they received.

things God was doing throughout

the conference. Four people

prayed to receive Christ and sev-

eral visited International Baptist

Church the following Sunday.

Some of the most enjoy-
able parts of the conference in-
cluded the Q&A sessions that fol-
lowed and the interaction | had
with the audience.



Thanks to the generosity of the Japa tius Pilate. This was the first site we vis-memorable moment going up from Jericha
nese Evangelical Missionary Society ited but this was typical of the electricity and entering the city of Jerusalem for the

(JEMS) and several supporters, | that raced through my body with each first time. It was impressive to turn along
was able to go on a study tour of the historic site we were able to visit. the highway and suddenly see the Temple
land of Israel. This would be more Mount where the Jerusalem Temple once
than a tour. | have been teaching stood and will one day stand again in the
and defending the Bible for years Last Days.
and this trip would enhance my un- ) )
derstanding of the Bible, Middle It was breathtaking to sit on the
East culture, archaeology, and the Mount of Olives ove_rlooklng the Temple
geography of the land and make me Mount and have a view of what Jesus and
a more effective teacher. It is one the Apostles saw as He preached the Olivet
thing to read about the sites, it is an- discourse predicting the future destruction
other thing to actually set foot and of the Temple and the events surrounding
explore them. His return. Passages like Matthew 24 and
numerous others suddenly gained new
Our tour would take us first At the ruins of Petra meaning as | gazed upon these sites.

into northern Israel to Caesarea, Mt.

Hermon, Megiddo, and the border of

Israel and Lebanon and Syria. | was Suddenly, biblical stories began
anxious to explore many of the an- coming to life as now | could picture
cient sites and walk among the ruins places where great events recorded in
of civilizations several thousands of scripture occurred. The biblical texts
years old. Our first stop was began to take on new significance as |
a visit to the stadium of Caesarea reflected on many of the stories.
Maritima, a stadium built by Pontius o
Pilate, the man who stood over the ‘There were so many highlights
trial of Jesus, to honor the Emperor ©N the trip. Several highlights included,

Tiberius, who ruled during Jesus’ sailing on the Sea of Galilee, visiting
' Mount Hermon where Jesus said, “Upon

this rock | will build my church,” baptiz- This trip truly enhanced my un-
ing friends and being baptized myself in derstanding of God’s word and it was a life
the Jordan River. Others were catching transforming experience. Itis my hope that
a tram to Masada, hiking Qumran where all that | learned will make me a more ef-
the Dead Sea Scrolls were found, float- fective teacher and that | will be able to
ing in the Dead Sea, visiting the excava- bless those | teach in a much greater way
tions at Jericho, seeing the ruins of PetraThank you JEMS and those of you who
and many more. gave to make this trip possible.

life. In fact a plaque with the name
of Pilate still remains on this site. |
have used this as an example in
many presentations. When | arrived
it was more impressive than | imag-
ined. It sent chills down my spine
when | placed my hand on the

The final days of our trip were
plague with the inscription of Pon- Y P

to be spent in Jerusalem. It was a




After returning from Hawaii, |
rested a few days and then flew out to
Oakland, CA to speak at the Northern
California Apologetics Conference.
Over one thousand people attended the
conference. There were nearly a dozen
top apologists from all over the country
including, Lee Strobel, Dr. William Lane
Craig, Shawn McDowell, and Greg
Koukl.

One of the most inspiring mes-
sages came from Dr. William Lane
Craig. In his message “Why We Need
Apologetics” he made several key points

Apologetics is needed to com-
municate the gospel. Today we are in a
post-Christian culture. The gospel is
never heard in isolation but in the contex
of the culture and its ideas. The culture
of our day considers the gospel a fairy
tale and the challenges of our culture
must be addressed.

Second, apologetics is needed
strengthen believers. Emotions can only
take one so far. Sooner or later a be-
liever needs answers and reasons for
their faith in Christ.

Finally, apologetics is needed
for evangelism. Jesus, the Apostles and
early Church Fathers all engaged in the
defense of the faith. The individuals
most interested in apologetics are doc-
tors, lawyers, scientists, and engineers.
These represent key leaders in our soci-
ety today. It was a message that was er
gaging and inspiring.

| taught seminars on Mor-
monism and “What Happens After
Death?” Both my seminars were well
attended and the audience asked a lot
of questions. | had to stay over an
hour after each seminar just to answer
the questions people were asking.
What made this conference meaning-
ful was a multi-ethnic audience from
churches of all races. In our day more
than ever, the need for apologetics is
being recognized in churches of every
culture throughout the world.




Schedule

Apologetics Course
Dallas Theological Semina
January 7-12

Evangelism and World
Missions Conference
Kalihi Union Church, Hon.
HI. February 15-16

Word of Life Bible College
Laguna, Philippines
February 18-29

East Asia Mission
March

Oak Park Chinese Church
Chicago, IL
May 23-26

y

Dear Support Team,

Thank you for your wonderful suppior2007. Itis my prayer that
you were blessed to share in the ministry this paat. It was exciting to seq
many people come to Christ, the faith of Christiammengthened, and believe
all over the world being equipped to engage theiridvfor Christ.

| hope that you will continue youaper and financial support for th
upcoming year. | have already been invited badk&ch in the Philippines,
East Asia , and Africa. There is the possibitifyraining leaders in new
countries as well. Several of these countries newlased to Christianity and
Christians continue to face persecution.

Understand that you play a vital riol¢he work that | do and | hopg
you share in the joy that | experience as we sewwé ord together. Please
pray and consider sending a year end gift at itme.t Your support during th
season is most greatly appreciated.

Have a wonderful Christmas and ad"dddNew Year. May His love]
and joy be ever present in your life during thiidey season.

Patrick Zukeran
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