“Christ Among Ot

Christianity, Cults and the

The third annual apologetics con-
ference took place on February 20-
22nd at Calvary Chapel Pearl Harbotr
in Waipahu, Hawaii. Our theme this
year was “Christ Amongst Other
gods.” Joining me this year was
noted apologist and scholar Dr. Nor-
man Geisler. Also joining me was
the best Christian apologist on the
cults, Dr. Ron Rhodes.

Our topics included: The Essen-
tials of the Faith/Character of the
Cults, Jehovah’s Witnesses, The
Emergent Church, The Word of Faith
Movement, Eastern Religions, Mor-
monism, and Islam.

Before the conference, God
opened doors of ministry opportuni-
ties for me to share Christ and pro-
mote the conference. These include

a radio interview on a local Christian same sex marriage ceremonies.
talk show and speaking at several  After he shared, we prayed for the
churches including the Mililani Chris- state government and Dennis Ara-
tian Church and Honolulu Christian  kaki. (That weekend in an un-
Church. precedented show of support, over

: 5000 showed up for a rally at the
__The conference began Friday mor gia1e capital to stand against Bill
ing with our pastors’ breakfast. We 444.)

opened with an important message

from the executive director of Hawalii

Family Forum, Dennis Arakaki. He

shared with the pastors the update re

garding the controversial bill being

voted on by the Hawaii legislature on

same sex civil unions, Bill 444. Al-

though the people of Hawaii voted

over 70% in opposition to same sex

marriages, the legislature is ignoring

the will of the people and seeking to

pass this bill. Although the term

“marriage” is not used, it is essentially

the equivalent since the bill will give Following this, Dr. Geisler and
same sex couples all the rights and Dr. Rhodes fielded questions from
privileges of a married couple. Directc the pastors regarding topics such
Arakaki also presented a serious con- as the state of the nation, the threat
cern that if this bill passes, churches of Islam, end times, and more...

could be sued for refusing to perform _
That evening, nearly 280 peo-

ple from over twenty different
churches attended the conference
and returned Saturday morning for
the rest of the conference. With
colorful notebooks in hand, atten-
dees took notes and asked chal-
lenging questions during the Q &
A time. Many of our resources
sold out on the first night. The
eagerness and thirst for apologet-
ics and biblical teaching was ex-



citing to see. All over the world |

continue to see a thirst for apologet- Dr. Geisler spoke at Calvary Chapel

Calvary Chapel Pearl Harbor and

ics and a desire by Christians to get Honolulu, and later | joined him on

equipped to meet the challenges to
their faith as they witness for
Christ.

An individual who attended the
conference wrote to Dr. Rhodes the

following email.

“I went to your seminar on the
evening of the 20th of this month
when you spoke on Jehovah's Wit-
ness's. Saturday morning, the 21st,
guess who shows up on my door-
step? | was ready! Thank for your
ministry in our Lord.”

Another person wrotéel enjoyed
your [Pat] seminar on the eastern
religions. | didn't know there was a
"world view" involved when wit-
nessing to Buddhists, Hindu and

others in that area. A long time ago,

a girl at work that | was trying to
witness to kept telling me to repeat
this chant and say it over and over
again. Of course | didn't doit. |
found out she belonged to a Bud-
dhist religion that a lot of Ameri-
cans are getting involved with.”

Sunday morning Dr. Geisler
spoke at Calvary Chapel Pearl Har-
bor and Dr. Rhodes spoke at the
North Shore Christian Fellowship.
That evening, Dr. Rhodes spoke at

stage for a Q&A time. After the ser-

vice a young lady approached me

and said;After what | heard from

Dr. Geisler and you tonight, | feel

really convicted. | have been sitting
on the sidelines and | know | need
to get involved. Where should |
start?”

Not only was God working
through the fine teaching, but He
was also working in many other
ways throughout the three days. A
dear friend who discipled me in
high school and was influential in
my decision to go to seminary,
had walked away from God and

his family fifteen years ago. | had
not heard from my friend over the
years but prayed for him often,
never knowing if | would see him
again. He was invited by a friend to
the Sunday evening service at Cal-
vary Chapel Honolulu, to hear Dr.
Geisler. After Dr. Geisler’'s mes-
sage, a last minute decision was
made to call me up on stage with
Dr. Geisler to join the Q&A ses-
sion. My friend was intending to
leave when he saw me on stage.
After the service, we had a great

reunion. It was like finding a long
lost brother. There were many more
great things that happened during
our days of ministry in Hawaii such
as Calvary Chapel was able to offer
scholarships to families who
wanted to attend but were in finan-
cial difficulty.

Plans are under way for next
year's conference. A group from
the neighbor island of Maui at-
tended the conference and we are
hoping to hold an apologetics con-
ference in that location next year.
More than ever, Christians are see-
ing the need for apologetics. God
has truly blessed my desire to bring
great speakers to Hawaii to equip
the body of Christ to engage and
transform their world for Christ.

Thank you for praying and sup-
porting my work at Probe which
made this conference possible.
Many were blessed in Hawaii be-
cause of you. Mahalo, and | hope
you can join us in Hawaii next year.



One of my most popular and re-
guested messages
is my presentation,

hearts, set apart Christ as Lord. Al-
ways be prepared to give a rea-
son for the hope that you have,

“Why We Need
Apologetics.” To-
day apologetics,
the defense of the
Christian faith is
needed more than
ever. According
to Dr. Paul Copan,
any ministry or
church that is
seeking to engage

but do this with gentleness and
respect.” Apologetics is a key
part in loving God with your
mind.

Few realize that over half of

of the gospel. Many of the
Apostle’s letters are written
combating a false teaching.
The gospels were written to
their world for present evidence and persuade
Christ needs to do people that Jesus was the Son

three things well. Best Selling book by athe- of God (Jn. 20:31).

First, a ministry 'St Richard Dawkins Apologetics was an essen-
must be able to tial part in the ministry of Je-
proclaim the gospel. The message gyus. He was constantly presented
of the cross must be relevant, clear, oyidence to support His claims to
and compelling to the culture. Sec- pe the divine Son of God. Apolo-

fend the message of Christ. If ministry of the disciples and the
Christian ministries are going to early church fa-

present Christ's message, they will thers. Paul states
meet resistance. Third, a Christian j, phjlippians
ministry must be able to live the 1:17, ... am put
truth. Members of the ministry here for the de-
must live out the message of the  fense of the gos-
gospel in such a way that is so dif-  pe| ” Christ com-
ferent form the culture, the message manded us to

of Christ cannot be ignored. “L ove the Lord

with all your heart
soul, mind, and
¢ strength.”

Most ministries focus on number
one and three but often neglect
point two, defending the message o
the gospel. This is a critical mis-
take.

A second rea-
son apologetics is

There are four reasons why
apologetics is necessary if any min-
istry is going to effectively engage
their culture for Christ.

God is a rational
being and He cre-
ated us as rational
beings. Therefore, we use our ra-
tional capacity and examine evi-
dence in the decisions we make

story of Jesus

First, apologetics is necessary
because the Bible commands itl
Peter 3:15 states, “But in your

the New Testament is a defense

necessary is that The Gospel of Judas was
reason requires it. discovered in 2006 alleg-
edly revealing the true

from buying a car to choosing a
doctor. How much more should we
not use reason and examine the evi-
dence for our beliefs about God,
truth, and eternity? Socrates stated,
“The unexamined life is not worth
living.” We state, “The unexam-
ined faith is not worth believing.”

A third reason is that our faith
stands upon it. Christianity is not a
“blind leap of faith.” We do not be-
lieve despite the lack of evidence, we
believe in light of the compelling evi-
dence. All worldviews require faith.
The question is what is your faith built
upon? Is there enough reason and evi-
dence upon which to base your belief?
The Christian must be able to answer
yes, otherwise when challenged one’s
faith will not be able to stand. An emo-
tional faith will only take you so far,
sooner or later you will need solid rea-
sons and evidence for why you believe
and live as you do.

The final reason is that the unbe-
lieving world demands it. The
gospel is never presented in isola-
tion it is presented in the context
of a culture and its ideas. The
ideas of the culture often oppose
the message of the gospel. The
culture today sees the Bible as an
outdated book of legends and
myths.

Often before we can present
the gospel message, we must de-
molish the false ideas of the cul-
ture before non-Christians will
seriously consider our message.

Apologetics is essential for
any church or ministry looking to
engage and transform their world
for Christ.



Upcoming Schedule

March 12-30

Philippine Mission

Word of Life Bible College
Laguna, Philippines

April 1
Calvary Chapel South Maui
Kihei, Maui

April 2
Calvary Chapel Bible College
Kihei, Maui

April 5
Honolulu Christian Church
Honolulu, HI

April 7
Grace Bible Church
Waipahu, HI

April 24-25th

Mind Games Conference
Lake Pointe Baptist Church
Rockwall, TX

June 21-27
JEMS Mt. Hermon Conference
Mt. Hermon, CA

On March 12th, | will be em-
barking on my annual mission to
the Philippines. | will be teaching
at the Word of Life Bible College in
Laguna which is located about one
hour and a half south of Manila.

Here at this beautiful
camp and conference
center, | will be teaching
the Bible College stu-
dents apologetics and the
cults. False teaching and
the cults proliferate in the
Philippines and the pas-
tors really need training
in apologetics to meet
this rapidly growing
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challenge.

Since this is a beautiful confer-
ence center, there are numerous
university groups and organizations
that come to the camp for their re-
treats. This presents a great oppor-
tunity to share
Christ with
many unbeliev-
ers. Every year,
I have had the
opportunity to
present an
apologetic mes-
sage to hun-
dreds of stu-
dents and many

All Seminars are

available today

came to accept Christ
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